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families have received an average tax 
cut of $950. The lower rate on savings 
and investments has helped our econ-
omy grow to benefit American fami-
lies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

DEMOCRATS COMPLETE A BUDG-
ET, SOMETHING THAT ELUDED 
PAST REPUBLICAN CONGRESSES 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, congressional Democrats ac-
complished something the Republican 
‘‘do-nothing’’ Congress could not do. 
We passed a final budget through both 
the House and Senate. 

Over 3 of the last 5 years, the Repub-
lican-led Congress failed to reach 
agreement on a final budget resolution, 
leading to unparalleled deficit spend-
ing. Unlike our Republican prede-
cessors, this new Democratic Congress 
has produced a fiscally responsible 
budget that serves as a blueprint for 
investing in America’s priorities, pro-
viding tax cuts to middle-class fami-
lies, and balances the budget in just 5 
years without raising taxes. Not even 
the President’s proposed budget comes 
out of the red after 5 years. 

Mr. Speaker, budgets serve as a blue-
print of a Congress’ priorities. Our 
final budget strengthens our military 
readiness and invests in our troops and 
veterans. It also spurs innovation to 
boost our economy and expands invest-
ments in renewable energy and energy 
efficiency to reduce global warming 
and our dangerous dependence on for-
eign oil. 

Democrats vowed to run this Con-
gress differently, and we have, by pro-
ducing a final budget agreement. 

f 

SECOND VERSE SAME AS THE 
FIRST 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the new, re-
formed, inclusive, repackaged, politi-
cally motivated Senate immigration 
proposal is more of the same lip service 
we have heard for years about pro-
tecting our borders. 

In the 1980s, the American public was 
promised, and Congress passed, legisla-
tion that was supposed to beef up the 
border, reform the troublesome immi-
gration service, and grant amnesty to 3 
million people. The result? Our borders 
are less secure now. The immigration 
service is overwhelmed with mis-
management and lack of resources. But 
that amnesty deal, it did happen. Now 
20 years later, the amnesty gift has 
only increased illegal entry, not slowed 
it down. We now have 12- to 20 million 
people here without permission. 

Why doesn’t the Federal Government 
enforce the existing law and secure the 
border? Because the Federal Govern-

ment doesn’t have the moral will to en-
force current law, and if Congress tries 
to pass a similar bill like the 1980s: we 
will get more of the same: lax border 
security and an immigration service 
that is in confusion. But we’ll sure let 
those illegals stay in America. It’s an-
other case of second verse, same as the 
first. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

GREEN JOBS—PATHWAYS FROM 
POVERTY 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to bring attention to opportunities of 
job growth and hopefully eradicating 
poverty through a green economy. 

A major national investment in re-
newable energy could create poten-
tially 3.5 million green-collar jobs over 
the next 10 years. 

We must say to America’s workers, 
particularly those in urban and rural 
underserved communities, there is a 
place for you in the green economy. In-
vestment should not only be improving 
infrastructure, but improving eco-
nomic opportunities for all. That is 
why I am proud to be working with 
Congressman JOHN TIERNEY and others 
to create a green jobs bill that will cre-
ate pathways out of poverty. 

Job training can lead to self-suffi-
ciency and prosperity through higher 
wages, access to benefits and more ca-
reer choices. Other cities and States 
throughout the country have taken the 
lead to shape the new economy, which 
is creating demand for green products 
and services. 

Under Speaker PELOSI’s leadership, 
Congress has taken steps to ensure our 
Nation has a secure energy future. I 
hope that ensuring underserved com-
munities achieve economic security 
can be a part of this green future. 

f 

GIVE THE TROOPS THE FUNDS 
THEY NEED 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, over 100 days have passed 
since the President’s first request of 
additional monies for our troops, and 
still no money. As Members of Con-
gress, we have a responsibility to en-
sure men and women in our military 
have the resources and tools necessary 
to succeed. Just 2 weeks ago, we heard 
from nearly 3,000 of those men and 
women asking for our support. 

Mr. Speaker, politics should never 
interfere with wartime decisions. Un-
fortunately, some have taken this op-
portunity to score what they believe to 
be political points and undermine our 
Commander in Chief. Our troops de-
serve a clean supplemental that does 
not embolden the enemy with language 
of retreat and defeat. 

Mr. Speaker, the Democrat leader-
ship should stop the rhetoric of empty 

promises of ‘‘we support our troops’’ by 
giving them the critical funds they 
need today so they can finish the mis-
sion we gave them and come home in 
victory. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S ENERGY PROPOSAL 
IS TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, it’s that 
time of year again. Just as families are 
preparing to hit the road for their sum-
mer vacations, the gas prices are once 
again hitting record highs. Drivers are 
paying a heavy price for the Bush ad-
ministration’s failure to enact a com-
prehensive energy strategy. And just 
last week, the President attempted to 
show that he’s taking action by an-
nouncing an Executive Order that 
doesn’t call for any action until a few 
weeks before he leaves office. This is 
simply too little, too late. Where has 
he been for the last 6 years when prices 
were hitting record numbers each Me-
morial Day? 

The Democratic Congress refuses to 
ignore this problem. We passed legisla-
tion that will roll back $14 billion in 
taxpayer subsidies for Big Oil, and in-
stead we would reinvest here at home 
in clean alternative fuels, renewable 
energy and energy efficiency. 

In the coming weeks we will bring 
legislation to the House floor that will 
crack down on price gouging by the big 
oil companies so we can provide imme-
diate relief to consumers. Unlike the 
Bush administration, the Democratic 
Congress is not simply going to ignore 
this problem. 

f 

HOW EXACTLY IS BUSH SUP-
PORTING OUR TROOPS WHEN HE 
THREATENS A VETO OF DOD? 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
last week Democrats and Republicans 
came together in a strong bipartisan 
fashion to approve a defense authoriza-
tion that prioritizes the immediate 
needs of our military personnel. 

While the President believed that a 3 
percent pay raise was suitable for our 
troops in combat, Democrats and Re-
publicans in this House said our mili-
tary personnel deserved more, and ap-
proved a bill that gives them a 3.5 per-
cent raise. The President’s response, a 
threatened veto. 

How exactly is the President sup-
porting our troops when he threatens 
to veto a bill that he says gives our 
troops too large a pay raise? Has the 
President forgotten how much he’s 
asked them to sacrifice over the last 4 
years? Troops were initially told that 
their stays in Iraq would last a year, 
only to be informed at the end of that 
year that those stays were being ex-
tended by several months as a result of 
the President’s troop escalation plan. 
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